[image: image1.jpg]GARDENLAND / NORTHGATE
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

“Familiss Taking bars of Famillss”



     
October 13, 2011
Meeting Minutes

1. CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by President George Azar.  The meeting was held at Stanford Settlement.  Everyone was welcomed and asked to introduce themselves.   
2. BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

George Azar, President


Jess Carranco, Vice-President

Juanita Carranco, Treasurer


Josi Juarez, Secretary

Richard Sanders, Sergeant at Arms 

Teresa Juarez, Youth Member



3. BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT


Sophia Cornejo, Member at Large 

David Marvelli, Member at Large
Angel Martin, Dir. Of Development

Santana Moody, Member at Large

One Youth Member Position – Vacant
 4.
ATTENDEES:

Steve Cohn, Councilmember, District 3

Angelique Ashby, Councilmember, District 1
Sister Jeanne Felion, Director, Stanford Settlement


Sue Brown, District Director, Councilmember Cohn’s Office, District 3

Anne Romo, Executive Assistant, Councilmember Cohn’s Office, District 3


Faviola Ramirez, Councilmember Cohn’s Office, District 3


Dennis Spear, Publisher, NMagazine

Derrick E. Lim, Manager, Neighborhood Services Department, City of Sacramento
Sergeant Lewis A. Pease, City Police Department

Kyle Ochenduszko, NeighborWorks


Mary Cline 


Tillie Contreraz

Curtis Cook

Marlon Cuellar

Annette Emery

Ruth Gottlieb
Marni Ledger


Heinz Ludke


Ben Juarez

Julio Lamas


Ruben Moody


Alice Ramirez
Rick Stevens


Randee Tavarez

Danielle Valdez



 (My apologies if I misspelled your name, sometimes it is hard to read the sign-in sheet.  If you attended this meeting and your name is not listed above, it is because you did not sign in.)  
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
August and September minutes approved.  Motion by Juanita and seconded by Danielle.  
6. TREASURER’S REPORT - Financial reports for August and September will be provided at a later date by Treasurer Juanita Carranco
7.
CITY POLICE OFFICER’S REPORT –   Sergeant Lewis A. Pease 
-3 people were seriously assaulted, have been taken care of, and are in the hospital now.

-Patrol men are very busy but a lot of responsibility has been put onto them.

-95% of what is read in the newspapers or seen on the TV is not related to everyday citizens, it’s usually people who know “gang” related people

It is very helpful when you make a complaint so officers are able to have backups.

Trend lately is the rental/sale of foreclosed homes by people who don’t own the home.  
Got rid of CSI, but some police who were still in the department were hired to do CSI work.
Gang activity in Del Paso Heights is more family related not picking on normal citizens.
8. CITY/COUNTY/STATE OFFICIALS – 
· Councilmember Angelique Ashby introduced District 3 Councilmember Steve Cohn as our new representative.   She said goodbye to us and she will miss us.  Although the PBID and Niños Park projects are unfinished she indicated she will continue to be a part of these projects until they are completed.  
· Derrick E. Lim, Manager, Neighborhood Services Department, City of Sacramento.  Veterans Day Parade – Friday, November 11, 2011.  Parade begins @ 10 am, followed by entertainment, children’s activities, and displays @ 11 am on Capitol Mall.
9.
TREASURER’S REPORT - Financial reports for August and September will be provided at a later date by Treasurer Juanita Carranco.  See attachment to minutes.
10. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
· Thank you letter from Stanford Settlement for contribution to their Casino Night fundraiser.
· Membership with Jamba Juice. Josi passed out cards that may be swiped when a purchase is made and a percentage is credited to GNNA.
11. AGENDA ITEM - Special Guests, Councilmember Steve Cohn and his staff.
Mr. Cohn stood up and introduced himself and jokingly indicated he judges a neighborhood by the good food available.  He stopped at LaMex Taco Truck on his way to the meeting and was very pleased with his purchase.  

There was a brief discussion on why we were named Gardenland /Northgate.  Several members offered their understanding of the nomenclature.  Basically, when the organization was incorporated in 1997 there was no “Natomas” identifier for the area, South or North.   With an increase in new homes and businesses past the then Northgate development into Truxel and beyond, including north of the I-80 freeway the area acquired the “Natomas” tag, which was separated into South & North of the freeway.  

-Member Ben Juarez asked if levee improvement plans will continue.
Cohn’s response:  2 Step process-Feds have to approve before $$’ are available. Continue the flood insurance into 2012, will increase 20% after 2012.

-Marni, “Pending projects unfunded in South Natomas.”  Arena should stay in Natomas. 
-John Banks- School Traffic Officer. Natomas School District –Are you planning to embrace his services in our area? I don’t know…will research further.

​-New business for empty store fronts?  Cohn’s response - PBID                      

-Cohn has been talking to Phil Serna about partnering to continue tradition of “Celebrate Natomas.Festival”.  This event may continue since our community is close to this annual festival. Traditionally held on the second Saturday of Sept.    Heinz suggested that Nancy Stevens chair this event.  Nancy is willing to take on this responsibility.
12.  ADDITIONAL GUESTS:  None
13. NEW BUSINESS -  
GNNA Uniform Donation to local Elementary Schools-Vote to spend $1,000 for school uniforms (pants and shirts) to be donated to Smythe and Garden Valley students.  Other local schools were contacted to obtain suggested needs, but only these two schools responded.  Motion made by Ruben Moody, Second by Juanita Carranco.  Motion passed.
Annual Christmas Dinner/Meeting - Proposal to serve a Mexican menu (carnitas, Spanish rice, & beans) at the annual December Meeting/Dinner on December 8th. Motion made by Josi, second by Juanita. Item passed.

Silent Auction at GNNA Christmas Dinner/Meeting – Annette Emery graciously accepted chairing this event to be held during the annual Christmas Dinner/Meeting.   Help is very much appreciated, as well as donations.   Items may be brought to the November meeting.. 
Sleigh Project – Two years ago Janelle, a GNNA member, started what is known as the “Sleigh Project”.  GNNA provide funds and Janelle made sleighs out of plywood, painted and decorated them.  They were set out at several local business locations.   The food/toys/clothing collected in the sleighs were donated to Operation Cratchit.   This is the annual Stanford Settlement free giveaway of these items to needy families in the surrounding neighborhoods.  GNNA will again sponsor this event.  Heinz Ludke and several other members offered to help with this project.   We hope to have the sleighs out by the end of October.   If you wish to help out, please let us know.  Our e-mail is in the header of these minutes.   

Natomas May Day Run/Walk – Sunday, May 6, 2012.   All proceeds benefit Stanford Settlement.  GNNA to take the lead in the “festival” area.   Responsibilities include set up of booths, water & fruit for the runners, and possibly bagels, etc., depending on donations.   

Christmas Tree Lighting – Heinz Ludke talked about a Christmas Tree Lighting traditionally done out front of the South Natomas Community Center.   He indicated help is needed.   GNNA agreed to partner with other interested parties to continue this event.   Other organizations that are interested in helping are Natomas Community Association (NCA) and the Natomas Chamber of Commerce.  Several GNNA board members to check on this project.  

14.     OLD BUSINESS – None
14. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Fundraisers  -  No new events.
Education     -  Request for scholarship committee volunteers will be accepted at January meeting.
Publicity.      -  No new items to report.
15. REQUESTS TO SPEAK – None
16. ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7th Annual Creekside Fair, Sunday, October 16, 1 – 4 PM, @ Kokomo Park.  Halloween Costume Context begins @ 2:30 pm.
17. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting ended at 8:40 P.M.    
___X__  
Approved as presented


 ___
Approved with corrections


_____/s/ J. Juarez____________

        

____/s/  George Azar___

      Josi Juarez, Secretary



                    George Azar, President
          November 10, 2011
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